Powers of the Federal Government

Introduction

In any organization, different people assume different responsibilities so that all of the necessary jobs can get done.  For example, in your house, one person might be responsible for doing dishes, another might cook, and another might pay bills.  When everyone does his/her job, the whole house runs smoothly.  In the same way, the different levels of government in Canada (municipal, provincial, and federal) take responsibility for different jobs so that the country can run smoothly.

The Constitution Act (1982) is the Canadian document that clearly spells out the responsibilities of the federal government.  In this activity, you will read over the responsibilities granted to the federal government in the Constitution Act and you will write down a brief explanation of what each area means.  
Objective

The students will gain an understanding of the powers of the federal government as outlined in the Constitution Act (1982).

Task

In this activity, the students will complete the following tasks:
1. Read over the chart on the “Powers of the Federal Government” worksheet

2. Fill out one column of the chart by writing an explanation of what each power means

Target Grades

This activity is suitable for students in grades 9-12

Materials Needed

1. copies of the “Powers of the Federal Government” worksheet

Process

1. the teacher will begin the lesson by reading the introduction and describing the task to the class

2. in pairs or on their own, the students will complete as much of the chart as they can

3. the teacher will take up the answers with the class so that the students can discuss their answers and make sure that they understand the concepts

Powers of the Federal Government

Name: _________________________________________

This page gives you a list of the powers of the Federal Government (as stated in the Constitutional Act).  Read over the list and then write an explanation on the right side of the chart.  Your explanation is a short description of what each power means.
	Federal Powers
	Explanation

	The Public Debt and Property. 
	

	The Regulation of Trade and Commerce. 
	

	Unemployment insurance. 
	

	The raising of Money by any Mode or System of Taxation. 
	

	The borrowing of Money on the Public Credit. 
	

	Postal Service. 
	

	The Census and Statistics. 
	

	Militia, Military and Naval Service, and Defence. 
	

	The fixing of and providing for the Salaries and Allowances of Civil and other Officers of the Government of Canada. 
	

	Beacons, Buoys, Lighthouses, and Sable Island. 
	

	Navigation and Shipping. 
	

	Quarantine and the Establishment and Maintenance of Marine Hospitals. 
	

	Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries. 
	

	Ferries between a Province and any British or Foreign Country or between Two Provinces. 
	

	Currency and Coinage. 
	

	Banking, Incorporation of Banks, and the Issue of Paper Money. 
	

	Savings Banks. 
	

	Weights and Measures. 
	

	Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 
	

	Interest. 
	

	Legal Tender. 
	

	Bankruptcy and Insolvency. 
	

	Patents of Invention and Discovery. 
	

	Copyrights. 
	

	Indians, and Lands reserved for the Indians. 
	

	Naturalization and Aliens. 
	

	Marriage and Divorce. 
	

	The Criminal Law, except the Constitution of Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction, but including the Procedure in Criminal Matters. 
	

	The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Penitentiaries. 
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Answer Key
	Powers 

(as stated in the Constitution Act)
	Explanation

	The Public Debt and Property. 
	Everything that the government owes and owns

	The Regulation of Trade and Commerce. 
	Rules about how businesses have to operate, and the rules for trading with other countries

	Unemployment insurance. 
	This is money that you get when you lose your job

	The raising of Money by any Mode or System of Taxation. 
	Decides who and what gets taxed and how much they get taxed

	The borrowing of Money on the Public Credit. 
	Running up a national debt

	Postal Service. 
	mail

	The Census and Statistics. 
	Using numbers to keep track of what our county looks like

	Militia, Military and Naval Service, and Defence. 
	Decides what our national defence system looks like

	The fixing of and providing for the Salaries and Allowances of Civil and other Officers of the Government of Canada. 
	Deciding what federal government employees will get for the work that they do

	Beacons, Buoys, Lighthouses, and Sable Island. 
	This area relates to keeping the water systems safe and navigable

	Navigation and Shipping. 
	In charge of safe passage through Canadian waters and controls what goods are shipped into and out of Canada

	Quarantine and the Establishment and Maintenance of Marine Hospitals. 
	Control diseases that might come into Canada

	Sea Coast and Inland Fisheries. 
	Controlling the fishing industries

	Ferries between a Province and any British or Foreign Country or between Two Provinces. 
	Controlling the ferry system when different groups (like different provinces or different countries) are involved

	Currency and Coinage. 
	money

	Banking, Incorporation of Banks, and the Issue of Paper Money. 
	The Central Bank of Canada set the interest rates. Making money, deciding how much money gets made

	Savings Banks. 
	A savings bank is a financial institution that exists primarily to accept savings deposits

	Weights and Measures. 
	We have the metric system

	Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 
	Promissory notes are contracts in which one party makes a deal (promise) to pay another party a set amount

	Interest. 
	When you borrow money from a bank, you have to pay the bank a little extra since they were nice enough to lend you the money.  This “little extra” is called interest.  The federal government sets the interest rate.

	Legal Tender. 
	Money that is in the form of cash is called legal tender

	Bankruptcy and Insolvency. 
	People or businesses can’t pay their bills sometimes declare bankruptcy.  This means that they can’t buy anything on credit for a set period and they have to give up their valuables to pay what bills they can.  After they do that, they can start over.

	Patents of Invention and Discovery. 
	When you invent something, you get a patent so that no one can steal your idea

	Copyrights. 
	When you make something (like a book) you copyright is so that everyone knows that the book is yours

	Indians, and Lands reserved for the Indians. 
	All First Nations people in Canada and the reserves

	Naturalization and Aliens. 
	Immigration and illegal immigrants (called aliens)

	Marriage and Divorce. 
	Decides who can get married and the grounds for divorce

	The Criminal Law, except the Constitution of Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction, but including the Procedure in Criminal Matters. 
	Crimes that fall under the category of criminal law include things like murder, rape, or kidnapping.  The penalties for these types of crimes are severe

	The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Penitentiaries. 
	Create and maintain the federal prisons


