

Introduction

One of the keys to creating a winning bill in the “Create Your Canada” bill writing contest is that you need to be able to create a bill that deals with a federal issue.  For example, if you create a bill that will help to stop graffiti in downtown Smithers, you will not win the contest.  The reason that you can’t win with the Smithers graffiti bill is that it will only help Smithers (not the whole country).  In order to come up with a winning bill, you need to think of a bill that addresses a federal issue (one that concerns the whole country).

Objective

This activity will enable students to recognize federal, provincial, and municipal issues.

Task

In this activity, students will complete the following tasks:

· read the definitions of the three levels of government

· complete the worksheet

· make their own worksheet

· test their classmates by having them try to complete the worksheet

· play the “3 Levels of Government Game”

Grades

5-12

Process

1. The teacher will begin this lesson by reading the introduction provided.
2. Read the definitions of the three levels of government with the class

3. as a whole class, brainstorm a few examples of issues from each type of government 

4. hand out the “3 Levels of Government” worksheet

5. have the students work through Part A of the worksheet and then take up the answers
6. have the students work through Part B of the worksheet and then take up the answers

7. after the students have completed Part A and Part B, they move on to Part C in which they make up their own worksheet

8. when the students have finished making their own worksheet, each student can swap his/her worksheet with a  classmate and then try to complete a worksheet created by a peer

9. after the students have had enough time to complete the peer work sheet, the teacher should provide time for the students to discuss their work with the student who created the sheet.  As a team, the student pair should choose one question from each of their sheets to present to the class.  

10. at this point, it is time to play the “3 Levels of Government Game”  The teacher will write down the following information on the board:

1 = federal

2 = provincial

3 = municipal

11.  The teacher will tell the class that when each student read out their issue, everyone in the class will make a guess about which type of issue it is.  If a student thinks that it is a federal issue, he/she will raise one finger.  If a student thinks that it is a provincial issue, he/she will raise two fingers.  If a student thinks that it is a municipal issue, he/she will raise three fingers.
12. At this point, the game begins.  Each student stands up and reads their issue and the class votes by a show of fingers.  The students can record the number of times that make correct guesses in order to determine a winner, or the class can just play the game without keeping score.



Name: __________________________

In Canada, there are three levels of government:

Federal Government – There is one federal government in Canada.  It deals with issues that relate to the whole country
Provincial Governments – Each province has its own provincial government.  Provincial governments deal with issues that relate to each province, but not to the whole county
Municipal Governments – Cities, towns, and villages all over Canada have the own municipal governments to deal with local concerns  

Part A
Try to figure out which of the three governments is in charge of each of the following areas:

1,  postal service ___________________________

Hint: Does each province have a different system of mailing letters, or is it the same system right across Canada?

2.  education system ________________________

Hint: Are the grade seven kids in Alberta learning the exact same things as the grade seven kids in British Columbia?

3.  hospitals _________________________________

Hint: Do you have a British Columbia health care card or a Canada health card?

4. federal penitentiaries ______________________

5. provincial penitentiaries ___________________

6. town jail __________________________________

7.  unemployment insurance _________________

8. currency __________________________________

9. First Nations reserves ___________________

10.  Immigration ______________________________

Part B

Now try to figure our which level of government was in charge of passing each of the following laws:

11. A graffiti law was passed in 2008.  The law affects the owners of stores in downtown Smithers.  The owners of stores in Houston are not affected. _________________________

12.  A law was passed to make a coin called the Toonie
__________________________

13.  A law was passed to say that homosexual couples are allowed to get married in Canada

__________________________
14.  In Telkwa, all dogs must have a dog permit.

__________________________

15.  There are laws to determine which people can get unemployment insurance

____________________________

16.  All people under a certain age must be off the streets of Smithers by a certain time at night.

____________________________

17.  There is a law that states the minimum age for a Canadian soldier.

____________________________


Part C

Now it is time for you to make up your own worksheet.  
Step One - Think of six issues that face the municipal, provincial, and federal governments of Canada.

Step Two - Write down your ideas in the “write your issue here” section.  

Step Three – Write your answers on a separate piece of paper.  Leave the “Write Your Answer Here” section empty because you are going to give your paper to another student to complete.

1. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

2. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

3. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

4. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

5. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

6. ______________________________________ (write your issue here)

______________________________________ (write your answer here)

Answer Key

Part A
1. federal

2. provincial

3. federal
4. municipal

5. federal

6. federal

7. municipal

8. federal

9. municipal

10. federal
Part B
11. municipal

12. federal
13. federal

14. municipal

15. federal

16. municipal

17. federal

Part C
Answer wills vary because each student creates his/her own worksheet
